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Centennial      
Elementary 

School 

Principal’s Corner 
Centennial Panther Families,  

Happy November!  We have enjoyed our busy month of October here at              
Centennial!  Students have shown what they have learned in the first quarter and the 
start of the second quarter through daily demonstrations of learning and our 
unit or module assessments.  Centennial students work very hard on these.       
Teachers are using the data from the assessments to plan future                       
instruction, review, and small group lessons that focus on your student’s individual 
learning needs.  From these assessments we know as a school we need to continue  
to work on reading fluency, comprehension, writing in all content areas, math               
reasoning and explaining or justifying how we find our math answers.  

One of the many highlights in October was our 1st quarter awards and parent/
teacher conferences.  We had high levels of attendance at our October                 
Virtual Awards and in-person parent conferences.  We appreciate your attendance 
and enjoyed meeting with you about your child’s progress.  Each parent was provided 
specific data on their student’s progress in reading, writing, and math at these      
conferences.  In addition, parents were informed of grade level expectations and 
what success looks like in each specific grade.  The focus on grade level standards 
and mastering grade level standards is helping us push and challenge each individual 
learner.  Teachers and staff worked hard to ensure conferences were                 
meaningful.  Working together we will ensure that our Centennial Panthers are       
successful and college ready!  

Currently we are in the process of planning a November family event to celebrate 
the holiday of Thanksgiving!  This will be different than our feast that we have had in 
the past due to a shortage of food for school lunch programs.  Due to these limited 
supplies we must prioritize serving the food we have on hand to students. Instead of 
a family feast we will have a social gathering where pumpkin pie is served to students 
and parents/guardians.  Below are the times in which these gatherings are taking 
place.  Parents/guardians are invited to join us with their student(s) at the following 
times.  If you have students in multiple grade levels, we can accommodate having 
your family eat pie all together at one of these sessions below.  

                          November 19th Centennial Pumpkin Pie Celebration:  

1:15 – 4th and 5th grade with parents/guardians in the cafeteria for pie.   
2:00 – Kdg and 1st grade with parents/guardians in the cafeteria for pie.   
2:45 – 2nd and 3rd grade with parents/guardians in the cafeteria for pie.   

 

Achievement NOW, 

Mrs. Noyes, Principal   Mr. Lane, Assistant Principal   

  November 2021 



Kindergarten News 
It is hard to believe that it is already November. We have enjoyed working with and getting to 
know your students. We hope that you see all the growth in reading, writing and math that we 

do each day. We had a lot of fun on our ‘at school’ field trip 
to the pumpkin patch! It was a great experience for        
everyone and we hope that your family enjoyed their     
pumpkins. We also enjoyed seeing and meeting the parents 
that attended our conferences. In November, we will continue 
to work on letters and sounds as well our reading skills. In the 
stories we are reading, we are identifying the characters, 
setting and beginning, middle and end. Continue to work with 
your student on these skills at home as you read to them 
and they read to you. In math, we will continue to work on 
writing our numbers correctly and counting as well as        
different positions. We will also begin our measurement unit 
with greater than and less than, which will help them continue 
growing their number sense. Writing finds us continuing to 
work on letter formation and our writing skills of staying on 
topic and adding information. We would like to remind you to 
please check your student’s folder each night and help them 

complete their homework. Homework packets are sent home on Monday and are due on Friday. 
We encourage you to help your child but ask that you encourage them to do the work       
themselves. Also, please make sure that your student comes to school each day with a jacket. 
It would help us if their jackets, gloves and hats are labeled with their name so that if they get 
misplaced we can get them to the right student. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact us. Have a great November!  

The Kindergarten Team Mrs. King and Mrs. Gaytan  

First Grade News 
In math we are growing our math skills even stronger now.  We are 
starting to work on adding and subtracting to 20.  Please continue 
to work on building fluency in math facts to 10. This helps moving 
away from using our fingers to solve simple single digit problems.    

In reading we are working hard to blend cvc words and nonsense 
words.  Please keep practicing sight words at home and try and   
encourage your student to read any and everything they can!    

Thank you,  
Ms. Kimsey & Mrs. Merwede  
 

Second Grade News 
It has been another busy month of reading!  In phonics, we are reviewing short and long vowel 
patterns (especially o, u, and a).  We have also been working hard to segment and blend CVC 
and CVCe words with accuracy.  In grammar, we have been learning about prefixes, suffixes and 
adding plural endings to nouns.  During comprehension, we have been making, confirming, and      
revising predictions relating to our Wonders texts.  Each day, we continue to practice our sight 
words.  We are improving every day!             
                       Continued on next page 



Second Grade News (Continued) 
Writing instruction has gone by so quickly!  Students have 
been learning about narrative writing and the elements that 
go into writing a narrative.  I have been modeling the writing 
process and students have been working slowly on completing 
the writing process.  Our goals are to be able to write on      
demand and to write to text.  We are still in the early stages 
of 2nd grade writing and are trying to build the students’   
writing stamina (five sentences seems like a lot to 
them).  Writing is definitely a process and students are   
learning how to get there.  
 
So far in 2nd grade math, we have learned addition and      
subtraction to 100, how to measure/estimate lengths, place 
value, counting/skip-counting, and comparison of numbers to 1,000.  During November, we will     
focus on Module 4:  addition and subtraction within 200 with word problems to 100 (everyone’s 
favorite).  We are going to learn so much this month!   

Third Grade News 
Hello third grade families,  

As always, it seems impossible that time has flown as quickly as it has! Here in third grade, the 
cooling weather hasn’t slowed our progress in the least! We’re working hard and growing          
unbelievably! In reading we will start looking at time and sequence. These are important         
components of narrative literature. The upcoming module in our curriculum looks at space and 
how its expanses has captured the minds of scientists and astronomers as well as the           

imaginations of artists and writers. This unit is a wonderful mix of 
fun and challenge and gives us a great opportunity to look closely at 
text features. We have completed our first successful 8 sentence 
paragraph in writing, and will use texts connected to the space  
module to move on to our next paragraph. We are also ready to be 
introduced to the editing and revision stages of writing. 

In math, the concepts are increasingly more challenging, but third 
grade is powering through with grace! We’ll be working on              
multiplication and division with units of 0, 1, and 6-9. We are also       
revisiting the communicative and distributive properties. This refers 
the ability to rearrange numbers in an equation and the ability to 
multiply across several numbers. It is amazing how much              
information our incredible third graders can absorb and apply!  

A couple ways you can support your student’s learning at home include making sure that they 
are reading at least 20 minutes a day. There is no substitution for time in text. Practicing their 
skip counting helps build that automaticity in multiplication. Of course, completing daily homework 
is a good way to practice concepts and keep information fresh in the mind. 

As always, if you ever have a question for us, don’t hesitate to reach out via DOJO; we’ll be sure 
to answer quickly! 

Here’s to a great fall season, 

Your third grade team  



Fourth Grade News 
In fourth grade math, students are continuing with        
multiplication and starting division. They are practicing 
with larger numbers, multiplying and dividing 3 and 4-digit 
numbers by 1 digit numbers. In reading, students are    
focusing on theme and character development. Students 
are writing short answer responses to questions about 
the text. In writing, students are continuing to work on 
writing expository paragraphs while finding evidence to 
support their answers from the text!  
 

Fifth Grade News 
In the month of November, students study the richness and complexity of the English Language 
from a humorous angle. This unit dives deep into examining figurative language.  Students will   
understand how language can convey meaning in both a literal and figurative sense. We are      
excited to see your student’s imagination come alive in reading our next fantasy novel.  To     
support your students imagination please remember to have your student read 30 minutes a 
day and do their reading comprehension homework on Read Works. Happy reading!  
 
In math, fifth graders will be finishing up Module 2, focusing on multi-digit decimal division and 
measurement. We will then begin Module 3 where they will be beginning a second major focus: 
fractions. Students will be learning strategies to add and subtract fractions and create       
equivalent fractions. Students should be working on their fact fluency at home to help them 
learn, and division at school by using their Xtra Math account to practice their addition,         
subtraction, multiplication facts.  
 
In writing we are still working on our expository writing. The fifth graders are doing the 4 steps 
of the expository writing process (analyze the prompt, T.A.K.T. the prompt, create the plan, and 

write the expository paragraph) at a much faster 
pace and more thoroughly than when the school 
year started. It is becoming easier for them to 
incorporate transition words and quotations in 
their writing correctly. In science we will continue 
to work on our “Physical and Chemical changes”. We 
have concluded our “Changes of State” lesson. Our 
upcoming lesson is “Mixtures”. We are incorporating 
a bit of writing in our science lessons by practicing 
writing answers to questions in complete           
sentences using sentence stems.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



Special Education News 
November has arrived!  Remember that as we head into the 
winter season the weather is more consistently cold. Please 
make sure your student comes warmly dressed and brings a 
jacket or coat daily.  We have had a good start to our second 
quarter. Although we try to maintain consistency in our day, 
changing health guidelines may create changes. We ask for your 
continued support to make sure to maintain a schedule and 
routine at home to assist your student through these changes. 
Make sure to reach out to your student’s special education 
teacher if you have any questions regarding your student’s IEP 
and/or learning schedule. We are continuing to use ClassDojo as 
an immediate way to communicate with your student’s teacher. This is an easy way to send 
messages and check-in on your student’s daily successes. Classroom teachers often send out 
important messages in the class and school story on this platform. If you have not already 
signed up, let a teacher know. We can support with the set-up process. In our grade level     
classes, we are applying what we retained from last year to new grade level concepts and  
showing that we can do anything with perseverance and determination. In our small groups, we 
are working on our individual goals and bridging the gap to continue our academic success. Thank 
you for sending your student to Centennial and giving us the privilege of working with him or her. 
We have some awesome students that make us proud every day. 

Ann Ansardi 579-2825                       Vinessa Lopez 579-2155                      Joel Karr 579-2835   

Amanda McGregor 579-2155              Amanda Minjarez-Tolman 579-2845 

 

Physical Education News (P.E.) 
Kinder and 1st grade students are learning about slow and 
fast speeds. They are moving in different pathways and 
at different levels, all while remaining in their own      
personal space. 

2nd and 3rd grade students are learning about healthy    
eating and what their bodies need to consume before 
and after they exercise. 
 
4th and 5th grade students are continuing on their              
fitness journey as they participate in exercises to try 
and reach their fitness goal. 

 

Music News 
Hey Panther Families, Ms. Parker here! Get ready for 
November because it will be filled with fun and hopefully 
some snow! This month all students will continue their 
focus on identifying different elements of Form in    
Music. The 2nd grade students just completed their   
concert in October, and now the 1st grade will begin              
rehearsing the music for their concert on December 9th.  



Art News 
In October we started Unit 2 in Art. 

In Kindergarten our new focus is - Art: Who, What & Where? We are listening to stories, talking 
about ‘characters’, ‘settings’ and illustrators. We have become illustrators ourselves and made 
our main character – Scribble! Ask any Kinder and they will happily make you a scribble character! 

In 1st grade our new focus is – How does Art make you feel? We are also listening to Scribble 
Stories! Our focus is how the illustrator shows us feelings and emotions in her Scribble          
character. Ask your 1st grader what color they think about when they feel: happy, sad, mad, silly, 
hungry or tired! We all don’t agree on colors but we agree it is okay to be different. 

In 2nd grade our new focus is - Comparing and Contrasting Architecture. We haven’t begun our 
study of architecture yet, but soon we will be traveling through art to India and the Taj Mahal 
back to Centennial Elementary School as we learn about symmetry and balance. 

In 3rd grade our new focus is - Different Dimensions. We will be talking 
about the difference between 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional work. We 
will start with shapes and move on to cities.  

In 4th grade our new focus is - Reconstructing Art: Cityscapes. We spent 
a lot of time last unit researching and creating landscapes. Now it is time 
for us to move on to cityscapes. And we will do so with brilliant and   
sparkling colors! 

In 5th grade our new focus is - Artistic Meaning. We will talk about how 
surrealist artists show their intended meaning. It fits in perfectly with 
the Ancient Cave Painting we have been researching. We will finish up our      
recreation of an ancient cave covered with our very own art inspired by 
the art of the indigenous peoples of our very own area, the Ute. 
 

Library/Media Center News 
This year is flying by quickly as we are now in the 2nd quarter of the school year.  
Kindergarten and 1st grade students are learning the basic essentials on their Chromebook. We 
have been practicing logging onto the HSD2 Portal using their student I.D. number and password.  
The student I.D. number/email address and password are written on their keyboard. This is a 
great skill to practice at home and at school as their logon information will remain the same 
throughout their high school years with HSD2.  
 
2nd through 5th grade students are working hard at increasing their typing speed and accuracy. 
If you get the chance, challenge your child on Typingclub.com for the top score. We will also   

continue to “team up” with a variety of STEM        
activities. Our students are learning that team work 
really makes the dream work! Initially, classmates 
were disappointed because they were not on the 
same team with their “Bestie’s”. Now, students realize 
that they CAN and DO work well with others as they 
work toward a common goal of success! 

Thank you for your ongoing support at Centennial. I 
hope you and your family enjoy a safe and happy 
Thanksgiving break together. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



District Corner News 
We strive to keep you adequately informed about the direction of D2. Please take advantage of 
being in the know! Here are some of the ways you can be informed: 
 
• Winter weather is upon us. Ensure your email and phone numbers 

are listed in Infinite Campus by checking with your school registrar. 
This allows you to get important notices from your child’s campus 
or the District. 

 
• Follow the District and your child’s campus on Facebook and Twitter. 

Download the FREE District App with over 60 languages available and 
turn on push notifications for weather alerts! Visit the Apple app 
store or Google play store. 

 
• Choice Enrollment will open for the 2022-2023 school year on November 15. Choice is for     

out-of-district students and in-district students who wish to attend a school other than 
their home school. This is the time to request to enroll your 2022-2023 kindergarten student 
if you would like them to attend a different school other than their neighborhood school. 
Students currently attending out-of-district schools or charter schools must provide the 
most recent attendance record, discipline record, and grades/transcript from their current 
school as supporting documents. Visit www.hsd2.org/studentsupport for information.  

Sun 
 

Mon 

 

Tue 

A Day 

Wed 

B Day 

Thu 

C Day 

Fri 

D Day 

Sat 

 1 
Late Start 
9:45 AM 

2 3 4 
Care & Share 
Food Drive at 
Sierra H.S 11:30 AM 

5 6 

7 
Daylight Saving 
Time  - “Fall” 
Back 1 Hour 

8 
Late Start 
9:45 AM 

9 
Picture Retakes 
 

10 11 
Skate City 
4 PM - 6 PM 
 

12 13 
Care & Share 
Food Drive at 
Centennial 11:30 AM 

14 15 
Late Start 
9:45 AM 
1st Grade Concert 

16 17 18 19 
Pumpkin Pie    
Celebration 
 

20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 
Late Start 
9:45 AM 

30     

November 2021 

Thanksgiving Break -  November 22 through November 26 

http://www.hsd2.org/studentsupport

